HERALDRY

Hernldry is defined us the wit or selence of biszoning er describing in appropriate
technical terms coata of arms end othes heraldie «nd srmorial insignis. The system
{s ¢f very ancient origin We can trace (¢ Lack 1o the Jewish tribea; and subsequently
we find it in a more elabornte form In the leadirg (amnilies of Greece and Roma, who
bore distinguishing symboly, Huatrutive of &1 pertaining to, deeds af walor o1 merit
performed by their ancestors

In ita modern sense, however, the beraidie art dates {rom the time of the Crusades,
and was reduced to {8 present peifect system by the French; ind it was not until that
period that the crest or cogr ranee was generully adopted. The creat {n 8 device worn
on top of the shield usually placed on a wresth, «nd was borne by knights and other
perscnages of vank when clad in srmag, W0 distinguish them in battle, and a8 a mark
for their f{ollowers and supporiers At {irst these bodges were worn on the heimet.
te rendsr them more plainly visible, o1 on the arm. but in later times were transferred
to the shield or armor Many [amilies bave preserved their mottoes, oy watch-words,
which nsually represent soma charsglenstic of the family, or scmetimes the war cry
of the elan Others never gdopled 8 motle just ss many never adopted 3 crest

An erronesus ides 18 entertained by soma that heraldic symbols dencte an aristo
cratic ot exclusive class snd is undemocratic in itg origin end permanency On the
contrary, these badges of digtinetion were the reward of personal merit, and cotiid be
secured by the humblest az well us the highest They are todsy the testimoniais and
warrants of brevery, hercism, and meritoricus deeds of our ancesiors; and they sppesl
to the pride of the intelligent snd enlightened descendants of these distinguished fam-
ilies today, as the wallant deeds and self-sacrificing scts of contemporary persons
would to thely postenty
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Note
 Bardsley’s book givea the origin of family names and

‘and meaning of htrﬂtﬂ»ﬂ symbals,
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